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And you’ re going with us!�

We like this  
drawing 
because it’s 
how we feel 
about 
missionary 

work:  You’re going with 
us! Oh, you may not be 
actually going in my 
backpack, but even the 
Apostle Paul talked about 
being present with the 
church in Colossi when he 

couldn’ t actually be with 
them. In a real sense you 
ARE going with us because 
your prayers and support 
make all this possible. 
It is God working 
through you. He is in 
you, and because He 
is present 
everywhere, we are 
doing this work 
together through His 
power.  
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· There are still 700 languages in Central 
Africa that need but haven’ t started a Bible 
translation  

· You are the means through which God has 
determined this job will be done. 

· God is glorified when we trust in Him.! �
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1 Corinthians 16:9 

May & June 2004 
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God has opened a door for 
us to return to Africa! 
Lord willing, we hope to 
be living in Zambia later 
this year.  

In June, Ken will be 
traveling to the country of 
South Africa to train 
others in the computer 
program that we have 
been working on for the 

last six  years. Later, he 
will travel to Zambia to 
search for a house for us 
to rent as well as look into 
possibilities for buying a 
vehicle and other things 
we will need.  

This is a tremendously 
busy time for us and we 
are depending so much on 
your prayers and support 

over these next months.  
We want to say “Thank 
You” to many who have 
greatly encouraged us by 
your joy to see us 
heading back in Africa! 
We couldn’ t be going 
without your practical 
gifts of partnership that 
make missions possible.  

 



printer, clothing, cooking 
utensils, Bible maps, 
spare bicycle parts, 
worship tapes, cleaning 
bucket, computer parts, 
plastic ware, translation 
books, bed sheets,  
microscope and much 
much more.  

What’s under or inside of 
your couch? Maybe your 
keys, coins or the TV 
remote!  
 
Well, since we pay for the 
volume and not the weight 
of shipping the container, 
we need to fill every square 
inch of any available space. 
 
For example, when we 
received the gift of a couch 
we opened the bottom  to 
fill the space with important 
items.  Inside we put a 

As new missionaries to Zambia, we 
are allowed to bring in a container 
during our first six months without 
having to pay customs. 
Missionaries there have advised us 
to bring a container to save the cost 
of buying equipment that is much 
more expensive and not the same 
quality.  

So here it is! It is 20 x 8 x 8 foot 
and we are now filling it up. Here 
are some things that we are taking 
along:  

· Computers to train Africans in 
Bible translation 

· Linguistic books and notes 

· Printers 

· Kids clothes 

· Desks 

· School books 

· Short wave 
radio 

· Furniture 

· Medicines 
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This truck delivered the container. After it is full, a crane will place 
it back on a truck to be driven it to the coast and loaded on a ship.  

Sue and Elisabeth 
packing items into the 
bottom of the couch . 



ready for the opportunities that God 
presents, seizing the moment and 
taking action.  

Thank you for being a hero to so 
many people also. People whom 
you will not meet until heaven. 
Through your partnership in the 
Gospel many will be saved — 
saved for eternal life. 

 

It was exactly a year ago in May 
when I  “happened to be”  standing 
at the side of the swimming pool 
at the missionary center. I noticed 
something at the bottom of the 
pool. I didn’ t know it then but it 
was Jimbye,  a little boy from  
Chad in Northern Africa.  

I jumped in 
and saw his 
lifeless body 
drifting face 
down, arms 
limp, nine 
feet down at 
the bottom 
of the pool.  
I yelled, 

“Help” and quickly brought his 
limp body to the side of the pool.  

His tongue was relaxed as if he 
was dead. Another missionary 
helped me turn him on his side 
and we began pushing on his 
stomach. We were surprised at 
how much water began to drain 
from his chest. Next came mouth  
to mouth resuscitation, but there 
was no sign of life. Pray! Turn 
him on his side again — push —–
force more water out! Mouth to 
mouth again! “Jesus help him!”  

After repeated attempts it seemed 
like something happened. The 
proportions of his chest changed. 
We sensed that air had filled his 
lungs. He coughed and vomited 
and began crying. Praise God! 
“Cry baby, Cry! That’s good!”  

We asked Jimbye to move his 
fingers. He could but was afraid 
and dazed. He cried some more 

and soon fell 
asleep in the 
arms of 
another 
missionary. 
We watched 
his vital 
signs until 
an 
emergency 
team 
arrived. 

Jimbye was 
taken to a 
hospital but 
by evening 
was talking and doing fine.  He’s a 
happy little boy, now seven years 
old. The other day he came up to 
me and said, “Thank you for saving 
my life!”  

Truly, it was the Lord who saved 
Jimbye’s life. God caused different 
people to be in the right spot at the 
right time. In my plan, I was late to 
the pool but in God’s timing I 
arrived right on schedule. Perhaps 
if Jimbye had spent moments 
longer without oxygen he would 
not have been revived. 
God scheduled it so 
that the missionary 
who gave mouth to 
mouth resuscitation 
was there, as well as 
others who helped.  

God has a special plan 
for Jimbye’s life and 
he used us. If we are 
heroes, we are only 
ordinary people doing 
the right thing at the 
right time — being 
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Hero: A person noted for feats of 
courage or nobility of purpose, 
especially one who has risked or 
sacrificed his or her life.  
 
God’s Heroes: Those whom by His 
Grace are obedient to Him . They 
have laid down their lives (their 
wants, desires, ambitions, 
comforts)  to live daily for God. 
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� Sarah (now 12) has finished the sixth grade and 
Elisabeth (7)  finished the first grade. Both have 
received the Award of Excellence as well as 
other honors from their school. 

 
� The Mayogo song book was recently 

finished. What a joy to see and hold a 
copy that they sent us.   

 
� We’re hoping to release the new version 

of the computer program in July since 
we’ve had additional help from two programmers.  

 

 

Address for Personal Correspondence: 
    Ken & Sue Sawka 

                    7320 Zuni St 
      Dallas TX   75236 
                                                        Home Phone: 972-296-0419 
                  Bible Translators          Office Phone: 972-708-7400 ext 2204 
                    PO Box 628200         Email: ken_sawka@sil.org 

     
Financial gifts of partnership can continue to be sent to this address or through 
your church office. Please include a note saying “for Ken & Sue Sawka”.  

                   Orlando FL 32862-8200   

� � �� �� � � � �	
 � � � �

 � � ��� ��� ���� ��� � � ��
� � � 	�� � �� � �� � � ��� �
� � ��� �� � � �� � 1 Thessalonians 1:2 

$ � ! �� � �� � � � 
 ��
 

� Pray for safe travel for Ken as he visits South 
Africa and Zambia, as well as his presentation and 
training he is giving there.  

 
� Pray for the rest of the family’s safety as they stay 

behind, and especially for Sue as she has so much 
to do regarding the move. 

 
� Pray that we all (our partners, our family) would 

be spiritually alert and ready for the opportunities 
that God brings our way.          

Ken giving Dr Veroni Kruger, the founder of 
The Word for the World,  a copy of the 
computer program we have been working on. 



God’s hands of encouragement 
through many of you has given 
us the faith to trust Him.  

If you’d like to help us with set-
up costs or haven’ t made 

contact with us in a long time, 
please detach the remaining 
portion of this paper and let us 
know if you want to be a part 
this work of reaching every 
people group with God’s Word. 

We still have many belongings 
in the Congo, but conflicts have 
prevented us from returning 
there. We need to start over 
again. It’s not been easy, but 

We will be continuing the work of 
Bible translation in Zambia but 
will be transitioning to work with 
another organization called The 
Word for the World.  This change 
will not be completed until 
September of this year.  In the 
meantime you can continue to 
send regular support to Wycliffe 

but gifts toward set-up costs in 
Zambia should be sent to the 
address for The Word for the 
World (see over).  

We are very excited about this 
opportunity to use the skills that 
we’ve learned with Wycliffe to 
help The Word for the World, 
whom we’ ll tell you more about in 

our next letter. One thing that 
we’ve learned over the years is 
that it “ takes a team”. One person 
or even one organization cannot 
do it all. 

Together we’ ll complete the job 
of bringing the Good News of 
Jesus to every Tribe, Tongue or 
Nation —– or bust!!! 

� I want to be a partner in Bible Translation 
through my giving:  

   ______Monthly       ______ Annually 
   ______ One time     ______ Other 
 
� I want to give a special gift to help set-up 

costs for ministry  in Africa  ______ 
 
� I will pray faithfully.  
 
�  I  have included a new address. 
                                                                                            
� I prefer not to receive your prayer letter. 
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Name____________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________ 
 
City _____________________  State ____________          
                                                       Zip____________ 
 
Telephone: ________________________ 
       Email: ________________________ 

Please complete your name and return address,  place in an envelope and mail to our 
personnel address ( Ken & Sue Sawka, 7320 Zuni, Dallas TX,  75236). Thank you!  
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We are needed in Africa as soon as 
possible but must first finish work 
on the new version of the computer 
program that we’ve been assigned to for 
the last seven years. It’s important that we 
finish this because of its use all over the 
world to track progress on Bible 
translation. Not only that, we hope to use it 
to measure the need for more translation 
work in Zambia.  

, ' � � &� �� ' � �" � � � - ��
� June—travel to South Africa 

and spend an exploratory week 
in Zambia 

 
� July—send out the new 

computer program to mission 
centers around the world, 
order equipment needed. 

 
� August—packing and more  
                        packing 
 
� September—leave Texas to visit  
                              partners in Ohio 
                              and New Jersey. 
 
� October—move to Zambia  
 

Sue and the children show 
the inside of the container. 
It is half full with 
mattresses, boxes and 
dressers.  

Isaac tries out his 
school desk before it 
packed away.  
 
 
 
The children will be 
home schooled since 
the schools that are 
available are too 
expensive or 
unsuitable.  

Please return the other side of this page to 
us at the following address or you may send 
your gift directly to one of the addresses 
below. 
 
 
   Ken & Sue Sawka 
    7320 Zuni St 
    Dallas TX   75236 

Financial gifts of partnership can continue to be sent to 
this address or through your church office:  

Gifts for Set-up costs can be sent to this 
address:  

                                                 
                 Wycliffe  Bible Translators              The Word for the World  
                    PO Box 628200               PO Box 26363 
                   Orlando FL 32862-8200               Colorado Springs CO 80936-6363 

 

For both addresses, please include a 
note saying “for Ken & Sue Sawka”.   


